
From: bronwyn weeks
Sent: Monday, 6 February 2023 11:31 AM
To: Drew Meehan
Cc: BCNA Policy
Subject: RE: The Cost of Cancer - "Private Health companies to pay Medicare gap for radiotherapy"

Hi Drew

Thank you for your email.

Please can you let me know if the Cancer Council are able to take this submission further. Just re-reading 
your email and it reads that you will submit if a policy opportunity arises.

I am confused as I thought the Cancer Council would be able to submit and lobby this issue. The timing 
is perfect right now. Cant you let the Medicare Parliamentary Liaison team know as well?

Please can you let me know a status, as Australians cant wait. The out of pocket expenses are huge and 
it is a major issue.

Kind Regards
Bronwyn
Ph 0410 210 053

Sent from Mail for Windows

From: Drew Meehan
Sent: Monday, 6 February 2023 9:16 AM
To: bronwyn weeks
Subject: RE: The Cost of Cancer - "Private Health companies to pay Medicare gap for radiotherapy"

Hi Bronwyn,

Great news that you’ve had your last session of radiotherapy. 

Thanks for the update, I appreciate you letting us know about the correspondence. As you’ve so 
graciously shared your experience and details, we will be back in touch if the right policy opportunity 
arises.

Kind regards
Drew 

Drew Meehan | Project Officer 
(Monday-Wednesday) Cancer Council Australia
Eora Country
T: 02 8256 4116
Address: 320 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia.



Website: www.cancer.org.au

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we work and live, and pay our respects to Elders past, present and
future. Please consider our environment before printing this email. The information contained in this message is intended for the named addressee
only, and is confidential to the sender and intended recipient. If you have received this message in error please notify us immediately. 

From: bronwyn weeks <bronwyn_weeks@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, 3 February 2023 11:24 AM
To: Sam Mills <SMills@bcna.org.au>; Drew Meehan <Drew.Meehan@cancer.org.au>
Cc: BCNA Policy <Policy@bcna.org.au>
Subject: RE: The Cost of Cancer - "Private Health companies to pay Medicare gap for radiotherapy"

Hi Sam and Drew

Sam – thank you so much for the email – will keep pushing through!

Sam and Drew – have enclosed the latest letter from my local MP which was received with thanks to 
know that they too will be keeping this on the agenda. I have let them know that I have updated 
yourselves.

Have a lovely weekend and stay warm!

Kind Regards
Bron
PS – last day of radiotherapy for me today!

Sent from Mail for Windows

From: Sam Mills <SMills@bcna.org.au>
Sent: Monday, January 30, 2023 4:56:52 PM
To: bronwyn weeks <bronwyn_weeks@hotmail.com>; Drew Meehan <Drew.Meehan@cancer.org.au>
Cc: BCNA Policy <Policy@bcna.org.au>
Subject: RE: The Cost of Cancer - "Private Health companies to pay Medicare gap for radiotherapy"

Hi Bronwyn,

Thank you very much for forwarding this correspondence.



We appreciate there is not a lot of new information contained in this letter, but it does help to illustrate 
that the problems you have experienced with out-of-pocket costs for outpatient radiotherapy being part 
of a larger problem we’re seeing in the Australian health system where the Medicare rebate is 
insufficient to cover costs incurred by the provider. We are also seeing the number of providers offering 
bulk-billed services decrease. 

As the Assistant Secretary pointed out, the inability for private health insurers to cover costs for out-of-
hospital services covered by Medicare is legislative and is in place to try and prevent preferential 
treatment. 

At this moment in time, BCNA is progressing advocacy in this space in a few different ways such as 
calling for greater financial transparency and educating both health professionals and consumers on 
how to navigate the health system including switching between public and private care. Calling for 
legislative change or an increase to Medicare rebates may sit outside of our scope of work for the time 
being but we are incredibly appreciative of the work you are doing. 

The submission document you have provided is very helpful and we would be interested to engage with 
GenesisCare further on this issue through our working relationship with them.

Thank you again for keeping us updated. 

Sam 

Sam Mills | Senior Policy Officer
SMills@bcna.org.au | T. 03 9805 2500
293 Camberwell Rd Camberwell VIC 3124
1800 500 258 | Facebook | Twitter
bcna.org.au

From: bronwyn weeks <bronwyn_weeks@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, 26 January 2023 1:00 PM
To: Drew Meehan <Drew.Meehan@cancer.org.au>; BCNA Policy <Policy@bcna.org.au>
Cc: BCNA Policy <Policy@bcna.org.au>
Subject: The Cost of Cancer - "Private Health companies to pay Medicare gap for radiotherapy"

Hi Drew and Sam



As an update, I have received a letter from Mark Butlers office – Please find attached.

Unfortunately it does not shed any new light onto the matter. Addressed in the letter was a section that 
out of pocket expenses such as travel could be sought. I had mentioned previously that these were 
added expenses to the cost of cancer but wasn’t enquiring about these as an option. However, as they 
mentioned it, I did enquire to my private health company and was informed that yes travel expenses can 
be submitted to them if your trip is 200kms round trip. Personally I fall out of this category by 140km so 
wont be fighting that battle!

I have also found a great document that Genesis Healthcare did in 2015 (attached). It is really conflicting 
to know that its been such a battle for so long to try and get the private health companies to pay the 
gap.

Thanks again and Chat this year.

Kind Regards
Bronwyn
Ph 0410 210 053
Sent from Mail for Windows


